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Education, an introduction
 

Education and knowledge are decisive in a society and affect the quality of personal life. At the
same time, literacy, general development and empowerment for women are essential for
economic progress, employment, entrepreneurship and the prosperity of society. The Government
of Malawi is aware that education is crucial to an independent society with professional skills and
academic excellence. The formal system follows an 8-4-4 structure: 8 years of primary education,
4 years of secondary education and usually 4 years of tertiary education.

 

Before Malawi's independence in 1964, the education system was a matter of the mission. The
missionaries from Europe also had the task of propagating Christianity. Then the emphasis was on
vocational training above literacy. Consequently, in 1945 less than 6% of the population was
literate. Twenty years later, 35% of children went to primary school. Today, everyone can basically
go to primary school, but especially girls are discouraged from formating primary education.

Possibilities

At the end of primary school, pupils take the Primary School Leaving Certificate Examination which is
determining eligibility for secondary education. Of all students who pass this exam, a third with the
highest grades are allowed to go to high school. That is not free but affordable for households. For
the other, unselected students, the only option for further education is to enroll in a private school.
However, these schools are very expensive and only the richest families can afford that. After four
years of secondary education, the Malawi School Certificate of Education exam is taken. After this, a
tenth of the best students are selected for higher education. That is also not free, but still reasonably
affordable. For the other nineteenth of the students, the choice of further education is very difficult
because there are hardly any opportunities, including the crucial vocational education. Tertiary
education has teacher training, technical and vocational schools and universities.

 

Primary education
 

Primary education includes preschool education, formal primary education and elderly education. In
2021, there were 6,583 primary schools of which 5,806 were public and 777 private schools.

 

Number of primary school school year 2020/2021

 

Distrikt

 

Public

 

Private

 

Total

Growth

public

Grow
private

Chitipa

Karonga

Rumphi

Mzimba north

Mzimba south

Mzuzu city

Nkhata Bay

Likoma

Kasungu

Nchotakota

Dowa

Ntchisi

Salima

Mchinji

Lilongwe city

Lilongwe east

Lilongwe west

Dedza

Ntcheu

Mangochi

Balaka

Macinga

Zomba city

Zomba outside

Blantyre city

Blantyre outside

Mwanza

Chikwawa

Nsanje

Chiradzulu

Thyolo

Mulanje

Phalombe

Neno

Total

181

175

201

277

314

41

199

10

379

162

243

150

162

213

57

227

259

248

246

299

166

185

17

198

61

167

58

181

103

94

190

166

91

86

5805

7

11

4

3

6

22

10

0

7

8

10

4

14

13

193

42

22

18

7

32

7

9

7

2

206

27

8

19

11

4

20

12

5

7

778

188

186

205

280

320

63

209

10

386

170

253

154

176

226

250

269

281

266

253

331

173

194

24

200

267

194

66

200

114

98

210

178

96

93

6583

0%

-1%

3%

0%

0%

-2%

3%

0%

0%

0%

1%

0%

1%

1%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

2%

0%

2%

-2%

1%
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1%

1%

1%

3%

0%

2%

2%

1%

75%

10%

0%

50%

0%

16%

11%

0%

-13%

0%

0%

0%

17%

18%

-4%

-2%

100%

50%

0%

3%

17%

0%

17%

-50%

39%

23%

0%

-27%

10%

100%

-5%

-8%

-17%

40%

11%

Some numbers

-More than half of Malawi's population is under the age of 20 and that is causing great pressure on
education opportunities and on the government budget.

-The number of primary schools has increased by 8.5% from 2017 to 2021, from 6,065 to 6,583.

-Research shows that 40% of students live within 5 km of the school and 13% are more than 15
kilometers away from it.

-Aromount 31% of schools in Malawi are not accessible during the rainy season.

-In 2021, there were a total of 586,258 new applications from primary school students, which
measured over a number of years was a trend decline.

-During the 2020/21 school year, about 8% of the total enrollments were orphaned or double
orphaned.

-The education system is almost completely mixed. 

 

Infrastructure

School facilities have a direct impact on the quality of education where buildings by state and type,
sanitation, drinking water supply, electricity and furniture are seen as basic facilities. Sanitary facilities
are vital for the hygiene and health of the students; especially for girls.

There is an inadequate school infrastructure of a lasting nature within primary education in Malawi.
This has the consequence, for example, that there is regularly an accumulation of students for a
single available classroom with facilities. Not infrequently there is no furniture in the classroom and it
lacks teaching materials and tools. Often it is necessary to emigrate to education in the open air:
because of the heat under a tree.

 

For the water supply, the schools use the possibilities available, including drill holes (69%), tap water
(21%), protected hand-dug wells (2%), river water (1%). 4% of schools do not have a drinking
water supply. It is customary to use a squat without toilet paper for sanitary needs.

 

Work pressure of the teachers

The workload of teachers, counted in teaching hours, is different per district and per region. In
Lilongwe city as an example, 30 hours of lessons per week are common, but that can be more for
teachers with multiple powers. In addition, it can happen that a teacher has several classes for which
he is responsible and the cause that he has more teaching hours. The number of female teachers in
the countryside is low. The salary of a qualified teacher is €77 per month (2021). Female teachers
less. They usually live near the school because they are not part of the village community.

 

Textbooks are made available by the school. Sharing it is standard where 1 book in 10 students is not
rare. The curriculum includes English language lessons, Chichewa, arithmetic, mathematics,
expression, art, religion, life skills, sociology, environment and agriculture.

 

Although a formula is used per class, the student-teacher ratio as a quality indicator, in practice it
turned out in 2011 that the number of students per class was an average of 76 students and thus the
classes in Malawi were the largest on the continent.

 

School fees

Although primary school is free, the additional costs sometimes constitute a hindrance to going to
school. The school fee for three children is approximately 12% of a farm worker's annual wage, not
including the costs for teaching materials, notebooks and writing utensils. The compulsory school
uniforms are also a considerable cost item, but they are often purchased from one household or
together with the neighbors, or exchanged.

 

School absenteeism

Going to school is not easy for many students in Malawi. Walking to school is the most common way.
On average, 83% of students have to walk for an hour or more. In the rural areas more.

The conditions, especially the daily living conditions such as getting water, work on land and repairing
damage after a climatic disaster, is a hindrance for many students to follow daily education. Hunger is
often a reason to be left due to lack of motivation.

Families find it difficult to send their children to school when there is a lot of work to do in the fields.
In addition, they are a welcome source of income if they can work for money elsewhere. 

 

Quality of education

The aforementioned circumstances, the demotivating prospects and the shortage of teaching staff
are assumed to affect the study results of the students.

 

School leavers

Despite the efforts of education authorities to ensure that all children stay in school, the number of
early school leavers in 2021, measured across all classes of primary education, was 236,135 pupils.
During the first year of primary school, almost 20% of primary school students stop. The reason for
early school leaving was diverse.

 

Reason for early school leaving in %

Distance to the school

Other circumstances

Poverty

Shabby conditions

Family circumstances

Violence at school

Marriage

Expectating

Natural disaster

Teachers, lack of support

School fees

Lack of interest

Work

Illness

2017

8.0

7.1

21.9

1,7

20,8

0,3

10,4

11,3

1,5

0,4

1.0

12.3

1,2

2,0

2021

9.7

8,9

27.6

1,8

24

0,5

2,3

0

1,8

0,5

1,2

16.5

3.1

2,3

Regarding the high dropout, the World Bank believes that 60% of the education budget is used by
children who drop out prematurely and by sit-in. In other words, the government is funding 20 school
years to generate one student with a primary school diploma. The cost to the government is
therefore 12 years of additional spending per student compared to a scenario without failure or
repetition. The effect is a persistently high literacy rate in Malawi among the population aged 5 years
and over: in men 69%, in women 63%.

 

 

Supplementary primary education

From 2006, dropped out primary school students were able to re-enroll in supplementary primary
education to improve literacy. Especially girls took advantage of it. Because of the cost, this form of
education ceased to exist in 2021.

 

Adult literacy

The adult literacy program offers an educational opportunity for adults who do not have basic reading
skills, either because they missed primary education or because they stopped before they reached
the necessary basic reading levels. The form of education has come into effect as of 2021 and also
offers the opportunity for dropped-out primary school students to re-enroll. In 2021, 103,385
previous school leavers re-flocked in.

 

Eighty-six percent of the population aged 18 and over currently have some form of primary
education, 32% of which have completed. Due to the selection system, 10% of Malawians aged 18
and over have completed 12 years of schooling. Completing a course or training is strongly related to
the economic status of the pupils/students.

Secondary education
 

According to the Ministry of Education of Malawi, secondary education should be seen as a
cornerstone for the country's economic developments. The transition from primary to secondary
education has therefore been kept accessible to increase access to it, but is also a selection option for
tertiary education. As such, the government maintains control over access to education, its quality
and the offer of inclusive training. The government continues to build secondary schools so that the
admission rate of successful primary school students increases annually.

 

In determining the locations of the secondary schools, a distinction has been made between urban,
semi-urban and rural areas. The intention was to divide the schools across the country where the
population density had to be taken into account. In 2018, 84% of the population lived in the
countryside where 80% of secondary schools have now been built. In the urban areas, 14% of
schools and 6% are in the semi-urban areas.

 

Like primary education, secondary education consists of public and private schools; either private
schools or based on religious foundations. It turns out that 77% of secondary schools are publicly
owned. The remaining 23% is in private hands.

 

Number of secondary schools/per district

District

Chitipa

Karonga

Rumphi

Mzimba North

Mzimba South

Mzuzu city

Nkhatabaai

Likoma

Kasungu

Nchotakota

Dowa

Ntchisi

Salima

Mchinji

Lilongwe City

Lilongwe East

Lilongwe West

Dedza

Ntcheu

Mangochi

Balaka

Macinga

Zomba Urban

Zomba Rural

Blantyre City

Blantyre Rural

Mwanza

Chikwawa

Nsanje

Chiradzulu

Thyolo

Mulanje

Phalombe

Neno

Total

Public

34

46

33

54

65

20

46

3

56

30

49

20

33

27

50

31

46

46

38

51

26

41

9

31

28

49

9

26

20

31

55

31

26

17

1,177

Private

7

9

10

10

12

13

9

1

7

5

8

1

7

6

32

5

10

13

14

15

7

5

6

7

46

13

10

12

4

6

14

13

5

5

347

Total

41

55

43

64

77

33

55

4

63

35

57

21

40

33

82

36

56

59

52

66

33

46

15

38

74

62

19

38

24

37

69

44

31

22

1,524

 

Scholarship

Scholarships in Malawi are intended to enable incapacity students to go to school if they meet a
number of criteria without financial support. During the 2020/2021 academic year, a total of 64,271
students (1.3%) applied for a scholarship, of which 31,959 have been awarded.

 

Subject package

The range of subjects can be chosen from Chichewa, agriculture, biology, geography, history, Bible
knowledge, computer and social studies, life skills, household science, economics, physics and
chemistry, among others. The study of English and mathematics are mandatory core subjects. The
number of students varies in other subjects as an elective, with household management registering
the least number of students.

 

Student performance is influenced by many factors, including the classroom environment, the
qualities of the teacher and the family circumstances of the student.

 

Number of teaching hours in secondary education per elective/per week

Lesson package

Geography

Bible knowledge

Biology

Accounting

Accounting practice

Chichewa

Computer technology

Creative arts

English

French

History

Woodworking

Housekeeping

Clothing & Textiles

Art

Agriculture

Latin

Life skills

Physical education

Social studies

Metalworking

Music

Physics

Entrepreneurship

Designs

Chemistry

Technical signs

Applied mathematics

Mathematics

Public

18

14

16

 

 

19

23

18

18

15

17

19

16

 

 

22

1

15

15

19

18

 

20

 

 

19

17

 

21

District

15

15

18

 

 

17

16

 

17

18

15

18

15

 

21

19

24

16

18

14

22

6

17

21

6

17

19

 

19

Boarding
School

15

15

18

12

21

17

18

13

17

14

16

15

12

16

20

17

21

16

16

15

15

12

17

16

8

18

19

17

18

Private

20

18

20

21

21

20

18

16

20

18

20

22

14

31

21

20

26

20

18

20

 

20

21

18

19

20

22

16

21

 

Teachers

During the 2020/2021 academic year, a total of 16,038 secondary school teachers were employed
with mainly male teachers in all areas of education. The teaching competence of the teachers' corps
varies widely. A distinction is made between qualified teachers with a diploma in education, a degree
in education or a university degree in education. The other teachers are seen as unauthorized,
including teachers who are in training for specialization. Research shows that 65% are educated and
35% are unauthorized in front of the class.

 

Textbooks

Textbooks are provided by the school and are vital as a reference book. They are used as a
benchmark and therefore availability is essential. For a number of subjects, such as housekeeping and
computer lessons, a textbook was usually available for each student in the past academic year. For
agriculture and biology, the textbook had to be shared by three students.

 

Classrooms

The availability of classrooms also determines the quality of education. In order to reduce student
congestion and make use more wide, some secondary schools have decided to introduce learning
blocks in which a group of students are taught in the morning and the other half in the afternoon.
The size of the classes is on average 58-63.

 

Water

Water is important. Not only as drinking water and for sanitary use. Schools are a gathering place of
people where it is necessary to impose strict hygiene rules under tropical conditions. The majority of
schools rely on water from bore holes (50%) and tap water (45%). A small proportion, 2% of
schools, have no water supply. In that case, unprotected water sources are used, including surface
water or hand-dug wells.

 

Electricity

Electricity is very important in secondary education, because most devices related to teaching and
learning need electricity. Also with evening studies. In 67% of schools, electricity comes through
power cables, 14% use solar energy, 2% have fuel generators. A decent number did not have an
electricity supply (18%) in 2020.

 

Dressing rooms

Sanitary facilities including changing rooms are seen as basic infrastructure. Its availability is often a
prerequisite for girls to sign up. 

 

Dropouts

A dropout is understood to mean school leaving even before the academic year is completed. During
the 2019/2020 school year, 29,122 students left their school as a dropout. Female students
represented 63%. Male dropouts 37%.

 

Reason for school dropout

General lack of interest

Violence

Family responsibilities

Marriage

Long distances

Inadequate teachers

School fees (can't pay)

Bad amenities

Employment

Illness

Pregnancy

Total

Number

2,640

176

1,827

5,694

2,004

263

9,425

331

406

428

5,928

29,122

In percent

9.1

0,6

6.2

19,5

6.9

0,9

32.0

1,1

1,4

1,5

20,6

100

 

During the 2020/2021 school year, this was researched again and may be contrary to the previous
research. A majority of students indicated that they stopped early for financial reasons. Further
research showed that 30% of dropouts were removed due to lack of basic knowledge. The other
reasons were starting your own business (15%), migrated (10%), transport problems (10%), no
longer motivated (5%), at your own request (5%) and due to illness (5%). Of the remaining 20%,
the actual reason was not known.

During all academic years, more girls were found to stop their high school education in percentage
terms.

 

The four-year high school programs are divided into two parts. The first two years leads to a Junior
Certificate. The four-year-old to the Malawi Certificate of Education required for admission to
university.

Tertiary Education
 

With the Malawi School Certificate of Education diploma of secondary education, students can enroll in
higher education under conditions, either for the:

-Teacher training

-Voctalioning education

-University

In general, there is no free choice in choosing a further course of study at the tertiary level. The
preliminary study, the entrance exam, the need and the training opportunities are decisive. For
example, due to the lack of choices, many teachers lack passion and drive to convey knowledge. In a
number of cases, a completed study is also used as a springboard to another field, especially by
teachers of agriculture.

 

Teacher training

First of all, teacher training is intended to train teachers for primary education. There are 7 public
education institutes for the Initial Primary Teachers Education Program. They are located in Blantyre,
Lilongwe, Chiradzuru, Phalombe, Kasungu, Machinga and Karonga. Secondary education teachers are
post-secondary trained at Chancellor College which offers a three-year degree for a diploma in
education or a five-year program for a bachelor's degree in education. The school also has a training
to the University Certificate of Education. In recent years, the regular influx for the 1 or 2-year
training as a teacher has been increased with the aim of bringing the student-teacher ratio to the 1:
60 level.

Technical teachers are trained at the Polytechnic in Blantyre and Chancellor's College in Zomba.

 

Vocational education

The training for technical and vocational education for young people has been radically reorganized in
recent years due to changes in technology, new developments in society, corrections to the need and
the promotion of professional competence. New courses include motor engineering, energy transition,
computer engineering, body care and the conservation and processing of agricultural and horticultural
products. Organizationally, many courses have now been brought together and divided into three
degrees:

-7 National Technical Colleges and 53 Private Technical Colleges (NTC).

-17 District of Technical Colleges (CTC)

-28 Technical Schools (CSDC)

 

The share of the applications by boys with 2,793 students was 70%. The share of girls was 30% in
2020. In some cases, it is possible to start a lower technical training with a two-year diploma of
secondary education. In that case, the student must have obtained at least the Junior Certificate for
admission to the nursing courses or to agricultural programmes. After the agricultural training, two
years of practice follow. Nursing is taught at Kamuzu College in Blantyre and Lilongwe and lasts for
three to four years.

 

Tevet settings *)

Chongoni CTC

Don Bosco Ydi

Ezondweni Ctc

Kapondo CTC

Kapoti CSDC

Kasama Csdc

Kasungu CSDC

Kawamba CSDS

Lilongwe Vocational Training TC

Lilongwe TC

Livingstonia Tc

Manyamula Csdc

Mbandira CTC

Mbulunil CSDC

Mgayi CTC

Mkazimasika

Mkazimasika

Mpamba

Mponelactc

Mzuzutc

Namitete

Nchotakota CSDC

Ngaractc

Ngodzi

Nkhatabayctc

Nkhotakota Youth

Nkhwazi SSDC

Ntchisi CTC

Nthiransembe

Phwezi Polytechnics

Phwezi Women

Salima CTC

Salima Technical

Sondacsdc

Sos Vtc

Wonder Tc

Zayedsa

Total

Men

85

207

43

109

1

54

13

23

10

940

46

12

71

27

17

18

13

17

100

103

102

25

75

4

53

23

 

18

15

44

18

82

213

29

111

63

9

2,793

Women

60

117

22

72

2

22

3

3

9

191

16

11

49

15

7

5

3

6

59

34

33

11

32

10

27

12

 

14

9

16

38

34

90

30

56

57

3

1,178

Total

145

324

65

181

3

76

16

26

19

1131

62

23

120

42

24

23

16

23

159

137

135

36

107

14

80

35

22

32

24

60

56

116

303

59

167

120

12

3,993

See further https://www.courseseye.com/courses/malawi/

*) Vocational training

Universities and colleges

The number of enrolments in the 2020/2021 academic year at public universities and colleges was
38,196. The ratio of men to women was 60/40. The number of enrollments was remarkably more
than previous years and that was attributed to the introduction of weekend classes and the opening
of new campuses. Also because of new colleges that were equipped with additional equipment from

https://www.overmalawi.nl/
https://overmalawi.jouwweb.nl/
https://www.overmalawi.nl/_downloads/8cba9d1e63e9a78472496d1a1c9a8c1e?_locale=nl_NL
https://www.overmalawi.nl/_downloads/8cba9d1e63e9a78472496d1a1c9a8c1e?_locale=nl_NL
https://www.courseseye.com/courses/malawi


the government and development partners that created more training opportunities.

 

Blantyre International University

Catholic University of Malawi

Daeyang University

Exploits University

Lilongwe University of Agriculture & Natural Resources LUANAR

Malawi Adventist University

Malawi Assemblies of God University

Malawi College of Accountancy

Malawi University of Science and Technology

Millennium University

Miracle Technical Institute

Mzuzu University

Nkhoma University

Pentecostal Life University

Riverton University

St John the Baptist University

The Lilongwe Academy International School

Unicaf University Malawi Campus

University of Blantyre Synod

University of Hebron UHB

University of Livingstonia

University of Malawi

University of Malawi College of Medicine Liverpool

University of Malawi The Polytechnic

University of Lilongwe

 

Medicines is taught at the College of Medicine in Blantyre. Minimum standards have been set in the
qualification of the universities and colleges, which was assumed that 30% of the teachers had to
have a doctor's degree to offer students the opportunity to do their doctorates. Of the private
universities, two were institutions that met those requirements. No university in Malawi has been
included in the Times Higher of QS World University Rankings. Malawi has one of the lowest rates of
participation in university education in the world at less than 1%. In the 2020/2021 academic year,
there were no promotions.

 

Success rate 

The success rate of primary and high school students in the national exams is moderate and even
exceptionally low for national exams in higher education. On average, 73% of primary school
students passed the Primary School Certificate of Education between 2003 and 2007. The success
rates for Junior Secondary Certificate Examination and the Malawi School Certificate Examination of
secondary education averaged 66% and 39% respectively over the same period. The success rate in
continuous completion of the four classes of secondary education was 19.8%. (Boys 21.6.2%, girls
18.2%).

The high failure rates, particularly for national higher-level exams, point to a general problem in the
education system. More than 60 percent of secondary school teachers do not have a teaching
qualification. The situation is the most past in the Community Day Secondary Schools, where about
47 percent of students are enrolled and where 81% of teachers do not have a teaching qualification,
compared to 27% in public secondary schools.

 

Education level Malawi in % 

Malawi national

Rural area

Urban area

Woman

Man

None

70.7

77.1

39.3

75.2

65.6

lo (PSCE)

13.1

12.0

18.5

12.5

13.8

mo, 2 j. (JSC)

7.4

5.9

14.9

6.4

8.6

mo, 4 j. (MSCE)

6.9

4.3

19,6

4.7

9.4

ho

1.9

0,7

7.7

1.2

2.7

For the connection of education with employment, see the topic 'Economy'.
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